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EDITORIAL ANNOTATIONS. 



THE Christmas time brings with its holdiday garb, 
its bustle and stir of anticipation and pleasures, 
new thoughts and aspirations. We all feel that, 
somehow it is the eve of new beginnings ; better and 
happier days, and as the old year wanes, and the New 
Year grows more and more a surety, already plans are 
made, that deal with the future, rather than the pres- 
ent. This is but the natural result of any event, and what 
issue is closer associated with our life, with home and 
public interests, more than Christmas tide, when the year 
passed away — short-lived to be sure — with this happy in- 
dex mark of sociality and "good will towards all men." 
With this number in its new festive dress, we wish all 
our readers a right merry and happy Christmas, and 
the hope that another year, we may meet them all — 
and more, with the same greeting. 



IT IS seldom we talk about ourselves — our aims and 
interests, and our hopes for the future, in these 
pages, but there is a time and place for everything, 
and this seems the fitting time for a little chat with the 
readers of The Decorator and Furnisher regard- 
ing our present and future plans and aspirations. The 
past presidential issue — bringing as it has in its trail, 
doubts and fears, and a consequent pressure on busi- 
ness in all branches, has fortunately passed, with pros- 
pects of better days ahead — in a business sense, at any 
rate. In a measure we have felt the pressure, and 
have had our share of the burden to carry. 



BUT that we have weathered the gale, is sufficient 
evidence of our fitness, and of the confidence our 
subscribers and advertisers have in our efforts to 
please and interest them, both from an artistic, as well 
as a monetary standpoint. We only ask a continuance 
of this confidence, and we will strive in the future, 
as in the past, to show our appreciation by endeavoring 
to put before them matter that will both interest and 
instruct, in the particular field to. which we are devoted. 



OUR aim has been — and always will be — to be 
correct in what we put before them; to advocate 
nothing we were not perfectly satisfied is right, 
and of interest to them, and to uphold the standard of 
true classical simplicity in decorative art, on the prin- 

67 



68 



THE DECORATOR AND FURNISHER 



December, 1896 



ciple, that once good, well done and in simple good 
taste, is good for all time; that " fads " are but the fol- 
lies of the hour, and soon find their proper place among 
the things of the past. 



TEMPORIparendiun does not fit into decorative mat- 
ters, nor should it find an excuse in other affairs 
of life as a rule. To be sure, we are obliged to 
yield to circumstances in a measure at least, but because 
others indulge in eccentricities is no reason that we 
should, or that the fad of the day is necessarily right, 
because it is dubbed " the proper thing." 



IN DECORATING— as well as other matters— the lit- 
tle things should not be overlooked. Although it is 
generally understood that the law in the sublimity 
6f . its wisdom does not trouble itself about trifles, yet 
it is certain that ordinary men and women do, and it is 
the little things of life that go a long way towards 
making up the sum of happiness and comfort, or the 
reverse. Be consistent then in the little things of deco- 
ration in the home, a wrongly juxtaposed vase may spoil 
the whole color scheme ; indeed we may go further ; a 
little thing like this may jar the sensitive nerves at 
some trying moment ; an angry or impatient word is 
spoken, followed perhaps by unhappiness and remorse — 
and why? All because a little blue vase was posed against 
a bright green background, and chanced to meet the 
eye at an unfortunate moment. So sensitive are the 
eyes to color effects, so quickly are such effects in- 
clined to act upon the nerve centres for quieting or 
irritating influences, that they should be looked upon — 
even as little things — as important factors to be con- 
sidered. There is a deeper side to this,-^much more 
important— than perhaps most of us realize. If the 
little things are right, the larger are sure to be. 



IN FUTURE numbers of The Decorator and Fur- 
nisher, we can saf elypromise some new and interest- 
ing features. We all have a natural desire to look 
into other people's homes; to see how they are fur- 
nished, and what their home surroundings are like. This 
opportunity we will give our readers during the com- 
ing months, selecting the well-furnished and comforta- 
ble rooms of the better, intelligent class, rather than 
the sumptuous homes of the most wealthy. It will be 
noticed we have added a new feature in our depart- 
ment on Art Matters, in which we will give articles 
and illustrations, of general interest in this line, both 
at home and abroad. 

OUR Amateur Home Department will receive much care 
and attention; not using it as an overflow from 
the other departments, but filling it with interest- 
ing and original matter of direct interest to the ama- 
teur. The Correspondence Department will re'ceive care- 
ful attention from now on, and any subscriber may rest 
assured that all reasonable questions will be promptly 
attended to. Should it be the desire of the subscriber 
to receive a personal answer, rather than through our 
columns, if postage is enclosed, this. request will be ac- 
ceded to. With the January number we open for the 
season the department of Porcelain, Pottery and Glass, 
where much will be found both in description and de- 
signs, to interest and assist the mineral painter in her 
work. 

FOR the past few months we have not been able, 
owing to pressure of other matters, to give the 
prompt and careful attention to the color 
schemes, and purchasing department we could have 
wished. We beg to say that this will now receive the 



same careful attention as in the earlier months of its 
existence, but with newly arranged and largely in- 
creased facilities. To make all clear and understood, 
we will state just what we are ready and willing to do : 
to all subscribers who are arranging or decorating their 
homes, we will, on receipt of letter stating conditions 
(read notice at head of Amateur Home Decorations), 
send them a correct and carefully studied general scheme 
of color, or arrangement. When it will be considered of 
value to our readers in general, we will publish this 
with such original sketches as we deem advisable. 



SHOULD a thorough and complete scheme for the 
decorating and furnishing of the house be re- 
quired, or private sketches be called for, we will 
make a slight charge, enough to barely cover the extra 
time needed, to arrange it in detail. The justice of this 
can plainly be seen, for should we give to all and every 
one calling upon us, a carefully-conceived, and thor- 
oughly-detailed scheme, the editor and staff would have 
but little time to give to.the necessary matters pertaining 
to the magazine. But bear in mind — we are willing 
and ready at all times to furnish correct general infor- 
mation, as a basis to work on, either by mail or through 
the columns of the magazine. Should there be a rea- 
sonable possibility of supplying material through the 
medium of our purchasing department there will 
be no charge whatsoever in connection with the color 
schemes, the foregoing conditions existing only when 
information alone is required. 

IN OUR purchasing department, we make no ex- 
tra charge for the goods, over and above the 
dealers' prices, and in cases of large orders we 
would prefer our patrons to treat directly with the 
dealer, after securing our color scheme and directions. 
Careful schedules are kept of all calls of this nature, 
also duplicate samples of those sent, so that we can 
refer back at any time, to data and samples, and pro- 
cure your goods, should delays occur, — as they often do 
in house furnishing. Too long a period of time between 
the sending of samples and the buying of the goods, 
however, might result in their being out of the market. 
We ask no profit on such purchases, acting purely in 
the interests of our advertisers and subscribers. 



THIS department is under the direct charge of the 
Editor, who has had many years' experience as an 
interior architect, and consulting decorator, and 
who will use his best judgment, in the arranging of 
colors and materials, making use of the best of the 
many up-to-date accessories in this line. We deem this 
arrangement the best and fairest, under existing circum- 
stances, as even the simplest professional advice would 
cost the client much more than our necessary condition 
— a subscription to the magazine. 

Should any of our readers who have written to us 
for advice in the past few months, find themselves over- 
looked, if they will again write, recalling the date of 
first request, and the nature of it, it will receive as 
prompt attention as possible. Bear in mind that letters 
reaching us before the fifteenth of each month, will re- 
ceive more prompt attention, as after that date, all 
hands and minds are busy with the getting out of the 
following number of the magazine. 

TRUSTING that a better understanding in these mat- 
ters may now exist between us; that our readers 
may enjoy their Christmas holidays; that they may 
see prosperity and happiness ahead, and that they, one 
and all, will speak a good word for the present and fu- 
ture success of The Decorator and Furnisher, is the 
earnest wish of the Editor and Publishers. 



• We must yield to the times. 



